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Fort McClellan Celebrates Centennial  

MG Gerald G. Watson Chapter News 
Semi Annual Newsletter of the Anniston, Al Chapter of the Chemical Corps Regimental Association 

April 2018, Volume 4, Issue 1 

F ort McClellan, 
located in Annis-

ton, Ala. opened its 
gates to celebrate the 
100th Birthday of the 
post on August 26, 
2017. The event com-
bined historical exhibits 
with modern day dis-
plays, and hosted a va-
riety of vendors and or-
ganizations from across 
the state of Ala., high-
lighting the legacy and 
traditions of the installa-
tion’s past, while telling 
the story of the present-
day Army National 
Guard Fort McClellan Training Center and its 
partnership with the local community. 
 Col. Larry B. Vaughn, Fort McClellan Garri-
son Commander, kicked off proceedings by 
introducing many former commanders and 
special guests in attendance, and presented 
them with commemorative coins to mark the 
occasion. Only 25 coins were given the dis-
tinct engravings. 
 The current Adjutant General of Ala. Maj. 
Gen. Sheryl Gordon, spoke about her love for 
Fort McClellan and her many stops to the 
post, including basic training, Officer Candi-
date School, and two separate command po-
sitions on the installation. She was presented 
with Coin 001 from Vaughn, which is fitting for 
Gordon. Gordon has been many firsts in her 
career. She was the first female General Of-
ficer and the first female Maj. General in the 
Alabama National Guard, and on July 28, 
2017 she assumed command as the first fe-
male Adjutant General in Alabama National 
Guard history. 
 The Mayor of Weaver, Ala., Wayne Willis, 
was also in attendance and had an interesting 
take on the ties between the military and the 
local community. “My dad was a Command 
Sergeant Major, and so as a dependent I 
grew up living an Army life,” Willis said. 
“When Dad said at zero-seven-hundred we 
were policing the neighborhood, we all knew 

exactly what that meant.” 
 The Fort McClellan 100 Year Celebration 
was more than a few ceremonial tasks, how-
ever. It was a display in the partnership that 
the post has with the local community, with 
guests pouring in once the gates opened at 
8:30 a.m. By noon, an estimated 1,000 guests 
had arrived to enjoy food vendors, tours, mu-
sic, exhibits and displays, with a final count of 
more than 2,000. The Historic Buckner District 
and many buildings from the old post that are 
not ordinarily open to the public were opened 
for the event and two bus tours. 
 The U.S. Army Materiel Command Band, 
from Redstone Arsenal, Ala., performed dur-
ing the opening ceremonies, including the 
Star-Spangled Banner which was highlighted 
when members of the Alabama Artillery 
Group cannon firing team set off their replica 
cannons at “bombs bursting in air.” They were 
followed on the main stage by Sweet South-
ern Comfort, Abigail Douglas, and headlined 
by recording artist Tim McDonald. 
 The Anniston Public Library, the Alabama 
National Guard Heritage Preservation Man-
agement Program, and the Anniston Army 
Depot helped create a mini-museum inside 
the auditorium at the post headquarters build-
ing, with other items donated from the private 
collections of local author and historian Kim-

(Continued on page 2) 

Fort McClellan, Ala., U.S.A. 
August 26, 2017 
Story by Sgt. Jeremy Dunkle 
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           Fort McClellan Centennial   

MG Gerald G. Watson Chapter News 

berly O’Dell, and the Odom Collection. 
 Free water was provided to guests of the event courtesy of the Fort McClellan MWR, and children from Boy Scout 
Troop 9, Cub Scout Pack 9, and Venture Crew 9 volunteered to help distribute it. 
 Guests were able to see equipment displays from the 20th Special Forces Group and the 666 Ordnance Company, 
as well as military vehicles from units across the state.  

(Continued from page 1) 

A replica cannon from the Alabama Artillery Group sits on display 
during the 100 Year Celebration event at Fort McClellan, August 26, 
2017. Fort McClellan, located in Anniston, Alabama, opened its gates 
to celebrate the 100th Birthday of the post. 

Historical items were donated from private collections, the Anniston Public Library, 
and the CFMO Heritage Preservation Management Program to help transform the 
headquarters auditorium into a historical exhibit for the 100 Year Celebration. Fort 
McClellan, located in Anniston, Alabama, opened its gates to celebrate the 100th 

Members from the Anniston Army Depot donated their time and skill to help transform the back wall of the headquarters auditorium into a timeline of the History 
of Fort McClellan. Exhibits also included artifacts from private collections and military departments. Fort McClellan, located in Anniston, Alabama, opened its gates 
to celebrate the 100th Birthday of the post on August 26, 2017. 



3 

  

M embers of the MG 
Watson Chapter, located 

in Anniston, Ala, conducted the 
2017 Gary Harvey Christmas 
Program event this past season. 
The program, for the last several 
years, has displayed the Chapter’s 
support to our nation’s veterans by 
delivering Christmas packages and 
cards to the residents of the 
Alabama State Veterans Homes 
located throughout the state. 

 The Christmas packages for the 
Veterans that we deliver are made 
possible by the continuing 
generous donations of Project 
Sponsors Randy and Kelly Owen, 
Anniston Area ‘Gallant Pelham’ 
Satellite Chapter of the Association 
of the United States Army (AUSA),   
Fort McClellan Credit Union, 
Anniston Elks Lodge #189, Sunny 
King Car Dealerships and caring 
individuals from all over the state. 
Many thanks on behalf of the 
CCRA and all Alabama Veterans.  

 Alabama State Veterans Homes 
that were visited include Colonel 
Robert L. Howard in Pell City with 
200 veterans, 150 residents at 
Floyd E. ‘Tut’ Fann in Huntsville 
and another 150 at the Bill Nichols 
Home in Alexander City. Chapter 
members also visited and provided 
gifts to veterans in over 20 nursing 
homes and health and rehab 
facilities located throughout 
Alabama. 

 Thanks to everyone’s hard work, 
we had another successful Gary 
Harvey Christmas Program in 
2017.  Though our overall figures 
are down (40 Facilities, 1457 Vets/
Spouses), from loss of team leads 
outside our area, we did have 
some new successes. The 690

th
 

CBRN Company out of Mobile, Ala. 
expanded their coverage to 14 
facilities, including the Green VA 
Home. SFC James Martin, 
coordinator for the region stated 

(Continued next page) 

Local Organizations and Celebrities Support  Alabama Veterans 

           Gary Harvey Christmas Program  

MG Gerald G. Watson Chapter News 

MAJ(R) Gary Harvey, a dedicated Chapter 
member who loved to do everything he 
could to support our Veterans, especially 
during the Christmas season! 

Randy Owen, of the Country Rock 
mainstream music legendary group 
‘Alabama’ and his wife, Kelley. 

Chapter members (l-r) Jimmie Mains, Harry Sutton and Curt Sasser present the ’Support 
Our Troops’ flag to Machelle Goss, the activities director at Jacksonville Health & Rehab 
in Jacksonville, Ala. Christmas packages are delivered to individual residents. 
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that: “We were able to reach out to 67 Hospice and 
Homecare Veterans/Spouses this year!” At a number of 
Facilities we left additional cards and packages.” At the 
unit’s after action review, soldiers prepared letters to the 
organizations/individuals that made donations and 
assessed ways to improve the program for 2018. The 
690th CBRN CO visited ten homes this year and were 
able to make contact with more  nursing homes this year 
than the last few years. “We were  able to meet with over 
250 Vets from standard nursing homes.” says Martin. “It 
was a great success and we want to express our thanks to 
CCRA for helping us with our gift bags, and supplies. 

This is the fourth year that 690th and the southernmost 
members of the chapter have participated. They are 
starting to be recognized, and expected, by long term 
patients, as well as the staff of each facility. It has led to 
more visits during the year on Veterans Day, and  
Independence Day. 690th soldiers, SFC Shepard and 
SGT Lee participated in the visits and said that: “We have 
a number of Vets that ask us to come by often to visit, so 
we try and visit with them at least every other  month.” 
This has been a gift to the unit, and continues to grow 
every  year with participation. The USMC unit located in 
Mobile wants to  participate with 10 of their troops next 
year. 
Lee goes on to say; “We get more out of meeting the Vets 
than they do. It is nice to see a smile on their face, 
especially when we are briefed by staff that this one is 
grumpy, and mean to everyone, yet he lights up when we 
come in to visit him in uniform.” 
Shepard mentions that; “I got to serve those that served 
before me, hopefully spreading some cheer, and again, 
selfishly, I enjoy doing it!” 

Kathy Harvey, widow of MAJ(R) Gary Harvey, 
delivered Christmas packages and visited with 
numerous veterans and widows at McClellan Assisted 
Living and at Floyd E. "Tut" Fann State Veterans' Home in 
Huntsville, AL during December of 2017.  She also visited 
with and delivered a package to a shut-in widow in 
Ohatchee, Ala..  This was the first delivery to McClellan 
Assisted Living, where about 80% of their residents are 
either veterans or widows of veterans.  They were very, 
very appreciative of CCRA and AUSA remembering them 
and taking the time to visit with them this year. 

   

(Continued from previous page) 

           Gary Harvey Christmas Program  (cont.) 

MG Gerald G. Watson Chapter News 



5 

  

Wreaths ceremony held at McClellan Military Cemetery to honor fallen veterans 

MG Gerald G. Watson Chapter News 

J ohn Upner had just turned 6 years old when he was pulled from 
his second grade class and told his father was missing in action 

in Vietnam. 
 The Saks man’s father, Edward C. Upner, was never found. But 
on Saturday at the McClellan Military Cemetery in Anniston, the 
memory of Upner’s father lived on. 
 Upner was one of more than 100 people who attended a 
Wreaths Across America event at the cemetery to honor and re-
member veterans. Part of a nationwide event, the ceremony fea-
tured Christmas wreaths that were laid against 353 headstones at 
the cemetery. Many of the attendees participated and laid a wreath 
on a headstone before calling out the name etched on it. 
 “We’re remembering their lives, that’s why we call out their 
names,” Upner said. “You make them live again.” 
 Retired Army Maj. Gen. Gerald Watson, who served as com-
mander of the former Fort McClellan from 1986 to 1989, brought 
the wreaths event to the cemetery in 2010. Watson, who attended 
the event, said it was important to inform the youth about the sacri-
fices many veterans make for the country. 
 “We’re still very sensitive to the words remember, honor and 
teach,” Watson said. 
 Col. Joel Warhurst, commander of the Anniston Army Depot, 
tasked with maintaining the cemetery, said it was an honor to par-
ticipate in the ceremony. 
 “At homes there are empty seats where someone is off serving 
or made the ultimate sacrifice,” Warhurst said. “We owe so much to 
those brave Americans.” 
 Warhurst noted that the depot oversaw the renovation of the 
cemetery this year. 
 “We’ll never be able to repay those who gave their lives,” he 
said. “But we can honor them.” 
 On a mid-December Saturday was the first time Ashley Douglas 
of Oxford, her 5-year-old son Elijah, and her mother-in-law, Luann 
Douglas, attended the ceremony. The family came to honor Elijah’s 
great-grandfather, Robert Schleich, who served in the U.S. Army 
and was buried in a military cemetery in Florida in October. 

 “We couldn’t make 
it down to Florida so 
we came here … it 
was a great honor to 
be a part of it,” Lu-
ann Douglas said 
after her grandson 
helped lay some 
wreaths. “This won’t 
be my last attend-
ance … I wasn’t 
aware that all this 
much went on.” 
 Ashley Douglas 
said she also en-
joyed the event, as 
did her son. 
 “He loves military 
people and he loves 
the Marines the 
best,” she said.  

Annie Ingram volunteered to play "Taps" during the ceremony.  

Brian Conary played "Amazing Grace" on his 
bagpipes.  

MG G.G. Watson USA Ret. Speaks during the 
annual  Wreath Ceremony 

Part of a nationwide event, the ceremony featured Christmas 
wreaths that were laid against 353 headstones at the cemetery. 
Many of the attendees participated and laid a wreath on a 
headstone before calling out the name etched on it. 
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M ichael C. Lanphere is a man with compassion 
for Veterans, especially those who are ill and 

are receiving hospice services. 
 His compassion led him to volunteer to assist Veterans 
who are clients of Alacare Home Health & Hospice. 
Alacare is Alabama's oldest family-owned home health 
provider. The company has branches that serve individu-
als in almost every county in Alabama. 
 Since 1970, the company has cared for thousands of 
home health and hospice patients and their families 
throughout Alabama. Several are in the Calhoun County 
area, home of the MG Gerald G. Watson Chapter of the 
U.S. Army Chemical Corps Regimental Association. 
 As the name implies, Alacare Home Health & Hospice 
provides home health, hospice and palliative care; physi-
cal rehabilitation; and specialty programs for dementia, 
cancer, stroke, and heart patients in home. 
 The Alacare team of nurses, home care aides, physical 
therapists, medical social workers, and chaplains are aug-
mented by a group of volunteers, other compassionate 
people like Lanphere. 
 Working with Loida Gibbs, Alacare Hospice volunteer 
and community relations coordinator, Lanphere has been 
visiting local Veterans and presenting them with memen-
toes to honor their military service. He recently enlisted 
other CCRA Chapter members to visit three Veterans who 
live close to Fort McClellan.  
 Retired Army Maj.Gen. Gerald G. Watson, CCRA 
Chapter namesake and former Fort McClellan command-
ing general, participated in the Veterans and Alacare vis-
its with former Sailor and Korean War Veteran Arthur E. 
Patton, Army World War II Veteran Staff Sgt. James Min-
yard, and Army Veteran Cpl. Ernest Goggans. 

 Patton, who grew up in Rhode Island, served in the 
Navy 1952-1956. He met his future wife one year later 
and they recently celebrated their 60th wedding anniver-
sary in Jacksonville, Ala. Shortly after celebrating their 
anniversary, the Patton’s home suffered significant dam-
age during a spring tornado that also destroyed several 
nearby buildings at Jacksonville State University. 
 The visit with Minyard occurred shortly after the funeral 

for the Veteran’s wife of 75 years. While it was obvious 
Minyard was still mourning the loss of his wife, he was 
very grateful that an Army General – Watson – would visit 
him, “an old Army enlisted Veteran”. Watson and 
Lanphere then experienced a loss of their own. Minyard 
passed away as well not long after making new friends of 
two retired Dragon Soldiers! 
 Goggans, who received his Honorable Discharge in 
1955, retired following a career with the U.S. Postal Ser-
vice. His son, District Court Judge Glenn Goggans, from 
Elmore County in Wetumpka, Ala., was present when 
Watson and Lanphere visited the elder Goggans and rec-
ognized him for his military service several decades ago. 
 According to Lanphere, the Watson Chapter president, 
“During our Christmas Program, besides planning to just 
visit a large number of Veterans in several VA and rest 
homes in many Alabama cities and towns, we also pre-
pared gift packets for at home patients and those under 
hospice. Mr. Patton was one of those patients.” 
 Lanphere remembers Patton “was really excited about 
getting a card (and gifts) from General Watson. He men-
tioned that he would like to meet the General.” 
 With Gibbs coordinating the visit earlier this year, a 
date was set and Watson and Lanphere met Patton and 

(Continued on page 7) 

Watson Chapter Members Visit 
Home-bound Veterans  

Retired General Recognizes Service of Sailor and two Soldiers  

MG Gerald G. Watson Chapter News 

Former Sailor Arthur E. Patton, a hospice patient of Alacare Home Health & 
Hospice, was visited at home in Jacksonville, Ala., earlier this year by 
Retired Army Maj.Gen. Gerald G. Watson. The general thanked Patten for 
his service more than 65 years ago in the U.S. Navy.  

During a visit this year, Retired Army Staff Sgt. James Minyard was 
presented service mementoes by (l) Lt.Col. Michael C. Lanphere and 
Maj.Gen. Gerald G. Watson, both retired Soldiers and members of the 
U.S. Army Chemical Corps Regimental Association (CCRA), as part of 
the Alacare Home Health & Hospice outreach program.  
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Hospice Visits  

his wife Carolyn and their daughter Kathleen. 
 Lanphere said, “As soon as I told General Watson there 
was a Vet that would like to meet him, he said, “Just tell 
me where and when. Make it Happen.” 
 The success of the Patton visit led to the other visits 
with Minyard and Goggans. More visits are likely. 
 Why is Lanphere passionate about visiting Veterans, 
especially hospice Veterans? 
 He said, “It’s the thing about giving back. It’s the old 
thing that only military, even of different generations, can 
understand what each went through. 
 “I remember my Dad sitting around with his  Army bud-
dies and they would be talking. When I was young, I could 
not relate. But after being in the Army for several years I 
finally could relate. And then I could be a part of the talks 
too.” 
 People who share Lanphere’s compassion for Veterans 
and would like to follow his example are encouraged to 
contact Gibbs at 256-831-2110 or email   

Loida.Gibbs@alacare.com 

   

(Continued from page 6) 

Glenn Goggans (l-r), an Alabama district court judge from Wetumpka, Ala., in 
Elmore County, was present when Retired Army Maj.Gen. Gerald G. Watson 
visited World War II Veteran Earnest Goggans with Army Retired Lt.Col. 
Michael C. Lanphere. The visit, part of an Alacare Home Health & Hospice 
outreach program, gave the two members of the U.S. Army Chemical Corps 
Regimental Association (CCRA) an opportunity to meet the elder Goggans, 
who lives near Fort McClellan, and his son in order to offer the older Veteran 
mementoes in recognition of his U.S. military service several decades earlier.  

mailto:Loida.Gibbs@alacare.com
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           Blast from the Past  

“Combination of the U.S. Army 
Chemical Corps Field Require-
ments Agency at Fort McClellan 
and the Chemical Corps Board of 
the Army Chemical Center, Md., 
to be located at Fort McClellan, 
was announced today by the Ar-
my...The move affects 48 military 
and 38 civilian personnel now sta-
tioned in Maryland…..” 
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           Blast from the Past (cont.) 

From the Anniston Star, Fri. Feb 10, 1961 
 “The consolidated mess hall of the 21st 
Chemical Company and 66th Chemical 
Company (Depot) has been selected to 
represent Third U.S. Army in the 1961 
Army-wide dining hall competition. 
 The 21st is commanded by Lt. Gerald 
G. Watson, and the prize winning mess 
steward is SFC Charlie G. Gentry.” 

The Anniston Star, Fri, May 3, 1963 
 “Military authorities at Fort McClellan have revealed that the Army 
Chemical Corps School at the installation has been changed to U.S. Army 
Chemical Center and School. 
 According to a spokesman, the change in designation has just been 
published in a general order issued by Headquarters, Third U.S. Army, at 
Fort McPherson, Ga. 
 Col. Laverne A. Parks, the school commandant, in commenting on the 
order, stated that the change is in name only and probably would not re-
sult in any change in the present school mission.”  
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           The ‘Mike Cress’  Bolo 

  The Chemical Corps has, for many years, benefited 
from the many professional talents of Mike Cress. His 
hobby and passion is the tedious skill of metal engraving 
on just about any surface imaginable.  

 His current endeavor is a series of hand engraved sil-
ver alloy pieces made into a bolo tie. The finding on the 
back is made of a modified .45 ACP shell casing. The 
ties blue parachute cord and the tips are 7.62 NATO Full 
Metal Jackets.  
 The very first of Mike's 'Chemical Dragon Bolo Ties' 
was presented to MG Watson as an early Christmas gift 
by chapter president Mike Lanphere during the Gary 
Harvey Veterans Christmas Program packaging party, 
November 2017.  
 Chapter members thought it only fitting that General 
Watson should receive Bolo Tie #1. Our chapters' name-
sake was visibly moved by the gift. He was truly touched 
and pleased with the gift. 
 Jimmie Mains then turned the tides on  LTC(R) Mi-
chael C. Lanphere and gifted him with Tie #2 as a token 
of the chapter members appreciation and gratitude for 
his service as President of the MG Gerald G. Watson 
Chapter.  Lanphere has held that position since its incep-
tion and has been the motivating force behind our many 
achievements.  Tie #2 presentation was accompanied by 
an appreciation certificate which read:  
 “As a result of his leadership and support, the chapter 
is fondly recognized by personnel of military units, veter-
ans groups, civilian associations, veteran’s homes and 
nursing facilities located throughout the State of Ala-
bama. On several occasions, as a consequence of his 
outstanding organizational planning, direction and guid-
ance, the chapter has earned the prestigious title 
“Chapter of the Year” in competition with other CCRA 
chapters located around the world!” 
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Jimmie Mains 

R etired Army Sgt.Maj. Jim Mains was singled out 
recently for more than 70 years of service to the U.S. 

Army Chemical Corps and the U.S. Army by Retired Lt.Col. 
Michael C. Lanphere, president of the MG Gerald G. Watson 
Chapter of the Chemical Corps Regimental Association 
(CCRA). 

 Lanphere presented Mains with several mementoes, to 
include a new Army-style ka-bar knife and, as an inter-service 
gag, a plastic U.S. Navy ‘ka-bar’ knife.  

 Lanphere then spoke highly of Mains with stories that 
highlighted his accomplishments over 70 years that 
contributed to the missions and goals of the Chemical Corps. 

 Mains’ military career began in the Navy during WW II 
where he served as a member of the Amphibious Forces in 
the Pacific area of operations. He is extremely proud of his 
service in the Philippine Islands, on Okinawa, and in North 
China at Tsingtao [now known as Qingdao], Taku and Tientsin 
[now known as Tianjin] while assigned to Garrison Boat Pool, 
an element of  Group Pacific (GROPAC) 13.  He was 
discharged from the Navy in June 1946 and joined the Army in 
September 1947 . 

 He continued his military service in the Army until retirement 
on Dec 31, 1966 as a Sergeant Major in the Chemical Corps. 
His assignments took him to Pine Bluff Arsenal, AR; Panama 
Canal Zone and San Jose Island; US Virgin Islands; Western 
Chemical Center, Tooele, UT; Kaiserslautern, Berlin and Neu 
Ulm, Germany; Trois Fontaines and Orleans, France; Fort 
Hood and Fort Sam Houston, TX; and Fort McClellan, AL . 

 Not one to sit at home, Mains accepted a civil service 
position with the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) 
Commodity Distribution Program in May 1967. He became a 
Military Research Analyst with the U.S. Army Chemical School 
at Fort McClellan in October 1982. His hard work and 
professionalism within the Chemical School eventually earned 
him the reputation of being “the Chemical Corps’ recognized 
expert on force structure.” 

 Mains is now 88. His many interests keep him and his wife 
Inge very busy. As a senior member of the MG Gerald G. 
Watson Chapter of the CCRA, Mains continues to support non
-profit activities of veterans organizations, civic groups, and 
clubs. He has been a CCRA Director at Large; VFW Post 924 
Quartermaster/Adjutant, Trustee, and Service Officer; National 
Active & Retired Federal Employees Association (NARFE – 
Chapters 0353 and 1511) Treasurer; The American Legion; 
Disabled American Veterans (DAV); Association of the U.S. 
Army (AUSA) – Anniston Satellite, Redstone-Huntsville, Ala., 
Chapter; Brotherhood of Protective Order of the Elks (BPOE) 
Lodge 189; Berlin U.S. Military Veterans Association; USS 
Bayfield (APA-33) Veterans Association; 1st Armored Division 
Association; Sergeant Majors Association – Redstone Arsenal; 
Veterans of Underage Military Service; and Together We 
Served. 

 Retired Army Maj.Gen. Gerald G. Watson, a former 
Commandant of the Army Chemical Corps, also praised Mains 
during the luncheon. Their mutual respect for one another has 
been decades in the making. 

Sgt.Maj.(R) Jim Mains and his wife Inga 

Chapter members look on as Lanphere presents accolades to 
Sgt. Maj. (R) Mains 
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Veterans groups coordinate Anniston’s annual November celebration  

T he MG Gerald Watson Chapter of the Chemical Corps 
Regimental Association (CCRA) participated in the 
annual Veterans Day Parade in Anniston, Ala., Nov. 

11, 2017. 

 Alabama, home to the oldest Veterans Day celebration – in 
Birmingham since 1947 – is also home to a large Veteran 
community of Dragon Soldiers. Chemical Corps Veterans 
came to Anniston for no less than three reasons. Fort 
McClellan, a former site of the U.S. Army Chemical Center and 
School, is in Anniston. Additionally, more than 7 percent of the 
U.S. stockpile of nerve agent and mustard agent munitions 
used to be stored at Anniston Army Depot. (That stockpile was 
safely demilitarized at the Anniston Chemical Agent Disposal 
Facility between 2003 and 2011.) 

 Even though the Chemical Corps no longer trains chemical 
warfare specialists in Alabama, nor stores chemical munitions 
at the depot, the Anniston area is still home to an active group 
of CCRA members. Several of them, along with the former 
Chemical Corps commandant, Retired Maj.Gen. Gerald G. 
Watson, road in eight classic Chevrolet Corvair vehicles.  

 The vehicles, all registered with the Corvair Society of 
America, was one of more than 55 entries in a large pa-
rade for a small community. Thousands of local residents 
lined Anniston’s Noble Street as nearly 1,000 people 
marched or rode in the one-hour-long parade.  
Other elements in the parade included Col. Joel Warhurst, 
commander of Anniston Army Depot, four high school 
marching bands, the Talladega (Ala.) College Marching 
Tornadoes Band, the Alabama Corvette Club, Veterans of 
the U.S. Army Women’s Army Corps (WAC), and a variety 
of other organizations, clubs, and businesses, as well as 
the Calhoun County (Ala.) Sheriff Honor Guard. 
 “Like in years past, our committee has worked hard to 
organize an excellent Veterans Day Parade the entire 
community can be proud of as a public demonstration of 

our love, honor, and respect for the men and 
women who have served our nation as members 
of the Armed Forces of the United States of 
America,” said Linda Peters, parade coordinating 
committee chair person.  
 The committee selected Retired Command 
Sgt.Maj. Helen I. Johnston to be the parade 
Grand Marshal. She joined the WAC in 1952 and 

(Continued on page 13) 

Retired Army Command Sgt.Maj. Helen Johnston served as the 
Grand Marshal of the Calhoun County (Ala.) 2017 Veterans Day 
Parade in Anniston. Johnston watched the parade from the 
reviewing stand as well-known Alabama personality Chris Wright 
(c) and Clester Burdell, Anniston Army Depot Public Affairs Officer, 
serve as parade Masters of Ceremony. 

Col. Joel Warhurst, commander of Anniston Army Depot, rides in 
the commander’s hatch of a Stryker vehicle during the Calhoun 
County (Ala.) 2017 Veterans Day Parade in Anniston. 

Former U.S. Army Chemical Corps Commandant Retired Maj. Gen. Gerald 
Watson rides in the lead Chevrolet Corvair of the MG Gerald Watson Chapter of 
the CCRA entry in the Calhoun County (Ala) 2017 Veterans Day Parade in 
Anniston 
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Retired Army Command Sgt.Maj. Helen Johnston of the Womens Army 
Corps (WACS) Veterans Association. 

MG Gerald G. Watson Chapter News 

Chapter Breakfast, Luncheons, & other Activities  

retired more than 28 years later at Fort McClellan.  
 Johnston grew up in Bovina, N.Y., which is located in the 
Catskill Mountains. Her career included 13 years on Recruiting 
duty in Providence, R.I. and Albany, N.Y. She was then as-
signed to be a First Sergeant at the WAC Training Center at 
Fort McClellan. Johnston was then selected for the third class 
at the Sergeant Major Academy at Fort Bliss, Texas.  
 Upon graduation from the academy, Johnston was reas-
signed to a WAC training battalion at Fort McClellan. Johnston 
then became the first female command sergeant major to serve 
overseas in a troop assignment in August 1975. She was the 
command sergeant major for the 303rd Maintenance Battalion 
which was headquartered in Nurenburg. When it was deactivat-
ed, she became the command sergeant major of the 87th 
Maintenance Battalion in Wertheim, which had 1,200 to 1,300 
Soldiers in units spread over several locations. Her final assign-
ment was with 548th Supply and Service Battalion at Fort 
McClellan. She has been in Alabama ever since.  

(Continued from page 12) 

Chapter members enjoy the weekly food and fellowship at Rosie’s 
Gourmet to Go located just down the road from the site of the former 
Ft. McClellan. 

 The chapter remains active throughout the year.  On numerous occasions, members assemble to support our nation’s 
veterans and conduct charitable programs much the same as those described throughout this publication. 

 We meet weekly, alternating between Breakfast and Lunch with an average attendance of 25 members and guests. 
When you are in the area, we would love for you to drop by and join the conversation  and fellowship. 
 Many thanks to the establishments that feed and accommodate us every week: 

Cane Creek Grill (Fort McClelland) 
Rosie’s Gourmet to Go (Oxford, Ala.) 
Shoney’s (Anniston, Al) 
Baja California Grill (Jacksonville, Ala.) 
Cracker Barrel (Oxford Exchange) 
The GridIron (Oxford, Ala.) 
The Coffee Clef (Formerly Lynn’s)  
 [Unfortunately, both have closed] 
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PO BOX 3084,OXFORD, AL 36203  
PHONE: 256-453-3553 

E-MAIL: veterancobra32@aol.com 

Visit our Chapter page on Facebook! 

www.facebook.com 

MG Watson Chapter of the CCRA  

As we transition into another year you will note a slight change in the chapters distribution and format 
of this newsletter. We have decided to publish semi annual instead of quarterly and as a result, each 
issue will contain more pages and information. Feedback from each reader is encouraged 

MG Gerald G. Watson Chapter News 

           Editorial and Administration  

 
Our purpose:  
- To foster appreciation for and study of the 
history and traditions of the Chemical Corps 
and understanding of their historical roles 
and contribution to the development and de-
fense of the nation;  
- To assist in raising and maintaining at a 
high level through education and charitable 
activities, the esprit of all members of the 
Chemical Corps, military and civilian;  
- To provide educational opportunities for 
individuals and support scholarly research; 
and  
- To conduct its operations exclusive-ly for 
charitable, educational, and scientific pur-
poses in accordance with applicable laws 
and regulations.  

 
What we do:  
- Foster the Chemical Corps Regimental and 
historical systems;  
- Recognize those individuals and organiza-
tions that have contributed to the skill and pro-
fessionalism of the Chemical Corps and their 
role in developing the nation and its military 
leadership;  
- Preserve, perpetuate and fund the Chemical 
Corps Museum, and displays and publications 
dealing with the history and traditions of the 
United States Army Chemical Corps; and  
- Conduct meetings, outings and other activi-
ties to promote, educate, and organize other 
means of support to the Association;  
- Support other organizations, private or pub-
lic, which have similar objectives. 

President: Mike Lanphere, Vice President: John Clark, Secretary/Treasurer: Chuck Trull, Operations: Gresham 
Harris, Multimedia/Editor: Billy Cannon (USN) 
Advisory Board: Jimmie Mains, Randal Kennedy, Curt Sasser, Mike Abrams, Kevin Ford, Denny Seckinger (USAF) 

mailto:veterancobra32@aol.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/MGWatsonChapCCRA/

